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the impression which has got abroad that it will not stand by its
own orders regarding plague, and will abandon its officers to the
first plausible person who heads an attack upon them.
This outburst provoked a sharp reply from Pherozeshah, contain-
ing insinuations concerning the origin and authorship of the article,
which, he suggested, must have been inspired by Dr. Collie himself.
Exception was taken by the editor to these passages as violating the
well-established rule of English journalism that the personality of
the writer of an editorial article should be kept out of controversy.
As Pherozeshah would not consent to leaving out the offending
portions, the Times of India declined to publish the letter, and
hoped its readers would not be inconsolable at the exclusion of a
communication which extended to two columns, and ended by
threatening a second. Pherozeshah passed on the correspondence to
Th& Bombay Gazette, whereupon there was a further exchange of
recriminations and personalities.
The incident is noteworthy as showing the mettle of the man. He
tolerated no nonsense. While other people protested and sank into
silence, Pherozeshah returned again and again to the attack, until he
had exhausted all the weapons in his armoury. Some years before,
when the authorities at Mahableshwar shut the door in the face of
Indian visitors, and debarred them from the use of the tennis-courts
and the library, largely endowed by the subscriptions of Indians,
Pherozeshah promptly challenged their right to do so, and made
things so uncomfortable for them that they had to abandon the
courts. His spirited attack on the caste barriers set up by the white
Brahmin in this country was the topic of the hour on the Hill. The
echoes of the controversy were even heard in Bombay, and gave
some people an opportunity of criticizing the troublesome visitor,
and moralizing on the relations between the two races. Other in-
stances might be cited. When the Bombay Government on one
occasion paid no attention to the representations of the Corporation,
Phetmeshah prevailed upon it to appeal to the Imperial Govern-
ment, and when the latter upheld the decision of their subordinate,
the issue was carried to the Secretary of State for India and pressed
till it was brought to a satisfactory conclusion. When Lord